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was under these circumstances that the 5oth and 5ist Regiments were embarked from Gibraltar. Froin this point Moore's Journal begins.
There are one or two facts which ought to be understood before the Diary is read. As to the whole of it, which henceforth covers the period of Sir John Moore's war life, till the MS. ends abruptly at Saha-gun on December 24, 1808, twenty-three days before his death at Corunna on January 16, 1809, it is to be remembered that it is throughout a record written down, on the dates given, for his own remembrance. It was never designed for publication; and his most secret thoughts on all the events which took place, and his portraits of the men around him, are given in it with a freedom from restraint which would have made its publication impossible at an earlier date. Napier has truly said of him, that Moore "maintained the right with vehemence bordering upon fierceness." Evidence of this will be early seen in the Journal; but as the reader calmly studies its pages I am mistaken if the sense does not gradually grow on him of that " noble disposition and refined understanding," of that " disinterested patriotism," which Napier also claims for him. It is not given to man to judge infallibly of vice or merit, but in the judgments that Moore here passes on those around hirn, the earnest purpose to choose the right and avoid the wrong, to be the " stern enemy to vice," "the steadfast friend to merit," "the just and faithful servant of his country," can, I think, hardly be unobserved by any who themselves would have been worthy of the regard of such a man as Napier has in these phrases sketched. Whilst I am anxious, as far as possible, to leave Moore to portray himself, it is necessary to remember always the nature of the Journal, VOL. i                                                           B